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Madam Chair,

I have the honour 10 speak on behall of tlre Aflican Gloup, on tlre ageuda itenl 46, titled "lnfomration ancl
Conmunication Techuologies fol I)evelopment", The Afiican Group, associates ilself with tl'ìe statenleut made ¡ly
llìe lepreseutative ofAntigua & lìalbuda, on behalfofthe CroLrp of77 and CIlina.

Madam Chair,

'lhc leccnt Geleral Assenlbly high-level meeting on Aflica's developrìlent rìeeds recognized that the challenges
fàcing Africa wele well kuowu and that Afiicân GoveÌ nrìrents had taken rneâsures to create an envilonnlcnt
condttcive to global palttrerships, in orclel to addless the col'ìtiuel'ìt's development needs, inclucling the
achìevemeut of the Millenuiuni l)evelopnlent Goals (MDGs).

Recel'ìt assessnler'ìt lepol'ts llave indicated thât Afì'icân countries ate uot on tluch towalds achieving lhe MDGs by
tlìe target date of 2015. The repolt ofthe MDGs Aflica Steering Group identifies prâctical steps and sevelal key
âctions witlìilt the lnlotnlation Conrurunication 'fechnology (lCT) sector tlìat câÌì coutr¡bute to achieving the
MDGs. The Africau Gtoup would have liked that the ICTs was among the sectors addressed under the MDGs
fiaurework, since in ouI view, the ICTs colìstitute ilr]poltant contribution to developnlcnt and the cligital div¡de is
a cross-outtiug obstacle to achieve thc MDGs.

In Af ioa, poverty is not only ecouomic ol social, it is also digital while the samc applies for illiteracy that is nol
olly ctthutal or educational bu1 is also digilal. 'l-herefolc ICTs ale a fundatncutal social ploccss, a basic huntan
need aud the hrundation ofall social olganization. The digital divide is notably a social divicle,'l'he MDGs cannot
be achieved without blidging the digital divide.

Madam Chair,

'Ihe Aû'ican Gloup is aware tlìat ICTs should be consiclered as powelful tools fol development aud not as an end
ìn theuselves. Wheteas the ICTs canttot leplace a leal dcvelopment stratcgy, they can offel many opporlrìnities to
the disadvantaged sectols of society. 'l'he integlation of lhe ICTs. within a flarreworl< ol' inlelnational cooper.ation
aud ¡raltnelship catì activate the development plocess in a meaningful way.

Owing to its capacity to accelelate tlle devc¡opnrelìt process and the achievement of MDGs, lCTs can detel.¡ri¡c
lutule livirrg standatds and ptomote developueut and ìntegration in the wol ld economy. Fol developing cor-rutr.ies,
pa|ticulally the pootest ones, tlte digital divide is first and forelnôst a queslion of intastructulc and sooial
illvestlÌler'ìt. Thus, thele is not ouly a technological but also a socio-economic challenge. The ICTs have openecl u¡t
nerv oppottuuities for attaining bighel levels ofdeveloprnent, they are tlansforming the way people live, wor.k ancl
interacl, tltey ate also ctitical in the achievement 01'tlìe intelnâtionally agreecl developnrent goals including
MDGs.

Madam Chair,

'l-he implementation of the outcolnes of the'Worlcl Summit on Info natiou Society (WSIS) should be at the center
of the debate on lCTs fol development. The lntelnational Cornnrunity should endeavoul to implentent the
national, Iegiottal aud iutetnational ¡rlans agleed at the WSIS in older to acldrcss the challenges ofaccessibility to
ICT and ttuly lurn tlte digital divide into djgital oppoltùnities lry cstablishing an open, balanced. people-centr.ed
and development-o¡iented infolmation society. The role of the Unitetl Natìons is crucial fol ieading a g)otral
coordinated approâch ìn this legard.



Afì ican couutlies are alleady taking rneasurcs and moving fofwafd to unlook the vast polential ofthe continent in
tellrs of iuvestn.ìent opporl.unities, In his re¡rolt, the Secletaly Genelal dlaws ull â cor'ìtrâsted balancc conccrning
the potentiâl and the capacity of Aflica in telms ofconnectivity, applications alìd infiastructure.

The challenges that digital divide poses fol Al'r'ican countlies have folccd them to choose betwecn many
col peting goals in theif developrnent plocess in spite of their Iimited resoùrces. Indeecl, bLidging the digital
dividc requiles adequate lesources and sustainable investnlenls in ICT infrastluctule and selvices, capacity
bu ilding and tlausfel oftechnology.

lu this legald, the Global Digital Solidarity FLllrd, establishcd within the fiamewolk of the WSIS. can play a

significant lole iu stliving to l'educe the digital divide, to build a solidality-based and inclusive information
society aud to put ICT at the service of development. 'We thelefbrc call r:pon development pârtuel s, the
private sector, the civil society, individùals and local communities, to provide voluutâry contlitrutiols
to its finalìcing, in par'licula| through the ncw innovative financing mechanism of the "l pe|cent of
cligital soliclarity" Plinciple, also called the "Geneva Plinciple".

l'he Aflican Group fulthcl welcomes the decision by the gover-nment of F'rance to convene the I't
inteluationaI Conference to linance the cligital solidarity, to be helcl, on 24'l'Novenrber'2008, in L,yon,
Flance. We ltope that this couference will make a positive contribulion to bridging of the digital
divide and also, to the Doha Confelence on financing fol developntent.

Madam Chair,

Let rnc mention the "Connect Africa Sulnmit", helcl in October'2007 in Rwanda, which was a key initiative ainred
at mobilizing huuratr, fiuancial aud technical resources for Vr'SIS ilÌìplemeÌìtatiol'ì, especiaìly fol blidging rrajor
gaps in IC'l' ilìflastrüctùre development and conneotivity.

The Sunlnlit resulted in investnìent comuritmeuts ofover'$55 l¡illion tom ¡rrivate and public seotol slakeholdcr.s
toward achieviug, ovel five yeârs, tlle fÌve "Connecl Aflican Goals" aimed aL blinging bloadband, high-speecl ancl
low-cost conuectivity to the corìtinent by 2012 and plomoting the developlnent of a clitical mass of IC'l- shills
lequi|ed by the kDowledge economy and the adoplion of national e-strategy.

Aftica is aware tlìat the creation of an enabling and attrâctive environrnent f'or invcstment needs to develop and
sustain t'ìot only 1lìe infrâstluctule fol lCT but also the relaled human lesources. This is tlrc nrairr ntcssage
deliveled by the "Connect Afi'ica Summit", consideling tl'ìat lnosl of the Afi'ican peoples are coufionted by the
challenge of exclusion and marginalization,

The Al't ican GI oup uuderscot es the importance of concel'tecl and collective efforts by the intelltational conmunity
in inrpletnenting the outcomes of thr: WStS aud theleby ensuring that IC'ì-s play an impoltant lole in develo¡rnreut.
Iu this tespect, we tlust that the United Nations will continue playing its pivotal lolc in blrnging togethel all thc
stakeholclels with a view to eally lcalization ofthese noble goals.

I thank you


